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Temple of Solid Gold,

Imagine a vast bell shaped structure
bigher than the great city offi-e build-
ings, and you will have some idea ol coe
of the lumps of gold which may be found
without going to the Kiondike or ex
ploring the bowels of the earth aoy-
where. [t rests on & high nill, one solid,
gleaming mass, filling sll the sky sroond
it with the yellow glow of an sutomnal
sunset. [ts valoe is gredter than all the
combined outputs of California, South
Alriea, Australia and the Klondiks dur-
ing an interyal ol many years. I s actval
value is a8 bewildering to contemplate |
a8 ils weight is d.ficalt to estimate. It
weighs thousands upon thoasands of tons
—all of pure, virgin gold.

There Is Iastent power enough in this |
great, inert masas to sell all the millimul
of armed men in the world to bu'chering |
each other by sea and land lor yesrs and |
years to come, then leave enough sarpios
to pay off all the national debts and gir
dle the earth with double-tracked rail.
ways.

As it lies now it represents simply a
vast [aith. It 18 the secumulation of
thousands of yeurs of votive offsrings 1o !
a deity. And the votive uff srings will go
on and the great gold heap continnes to
grow while the flnancial pnilosophers
demounstrate by irresistible srguments
that there is not gold enough above the
earth’s surfece to transsct the business
ol the world.

Itis on an island in Barmah that this
socient Knondike is to he fonnd—an is-
land formed by 1he river Hlaing, and
about twenty miles from where that river
empties into the Golf of Martaben. A
hill rises in the center of the island to s
height of ahout 185 feet above the level
of the surrounding country snd termi
Dates in a little fAut plain & few acres in
exteat. On this plain rests the lnmp of
gold. The lump is not solid ; its interior
is & Baddbhist temple. It is a shrine of
Boddha—in other words, incased in =
gold structare 321 feet high and covering
s circolar piece of ground 300 feet in
diameter and tapering to a platiorm wt
the top joast wide enough for three men
to stand upon,

For over two thoosand years people
have been bringing bit by bit the graine
of goid out of which this great, ghittering
beap has been reared, jast as ants bring
grain by grain the bits of sand to make
their homes. From India, China, Tar-
tary and Japan pilgrims to this shrine
bave brought each one his hit of gold to
add to the strocture in Buddha's honor.

Tradition places the beginning of the
structore at 600 years before the birth of
the Ravior An order of monks many
bundreds of years sgo took charge of the
work of melting down all the gold the
piigrime brought and converting it into
thick, solid sheets, with which the slow:
ly growing brick sbell of the structure
was covered.

To guard against thieves it scon be-
came neceseary Lo bave some loree more
tangible than mere superstition, so &
guard of soldiers 2 000 strong was pat
about it—a force not strong enough to
beat off a0 army, to be sare, but still
sofficient to keep away any organized
band of thieves, and even to restrain the
fury of refic hunters with their chisels
and mallets. The soldiers on guard are
& detachment from the royal army of
Bormab, snd balf their expenses are
vorne by the King. And smong the oth-
er taxes on roysity which this religions
treasure involves is the presentation to
the temple by every new king when he
ascends the throne of his own weight in
sohd gold,

Strangely enough, the hands of pro-
fane pirates have never attempted to de- |
#poil the untoid wealth of this remark-
able temple 80 many ceuturies old.

Moral Progress,

Nineteeoth century progress in Amer-
ios 18 not confined to commerce, sclence
and the arts, bot is developing in the ap- |
plication of practical ethics to business |
and mercantile affairs. A plessing il-
lastration of this tendency is shown in |
the interpretation of businsss honesty by
those who, like Amos F. Eno, insist up- |
on paying in fall the claims that heve |
heen absolved by law. At the beginning '

of the Civil War, in 18681, Mr Eno was
one among the nomber of large mer
chants who were driven into honorable
bankrup'ey by the exigencies of those
troublons times. Now, after thirty.six
years, he has paid to the representatives
ol his old creditors the smounis of their
claims, many of which had been forgot.
ten, and intarest thereon, at four per cent,
amounting to 1 448, interest on ech dol-
lar of principal O e such sot has great-
er waicht in the promotion ol moral
principles and of soand basiness ethics
than thoosands of protessions of right
eonsness by the insincere, the hypocrit-
ical, and the corrup', expressed always
in words rather than deeds. A word of
remembrance is doe to the thoosands of
honest men who have heen forced into
insolvency, and, who throogh eontinoed
mislortune and financial pressare, have
gone to their graves under « cloud of
public disspproval and distrust,
An Ultimate Benefit.

In discouraging the insane rnsh to the
Kiondike country the Weastern Mining
World is actasted only by u desire to
serve the deloded victims of a crezs, and
il possible protect them from the conse
quences of an artificial boom. Those in-
tereated from any causs in promoting the
boom natorslly make the ont ery that an
ohjection raised is based on self interest,
and that thia periodieal, for Instance, is
governed by a desire to protect the min-
ing interests of Moontana by dissuading
people from investing in the far north.

If po bumanitarian sentiment sntered
into the question, if it wers right to en.
courage men of limited means and leas
common #ense 1o engage in rainhos
chasing, the World would feel that the
mining ioterests of Montana could be
best served by promoting the stampede
that promises 10 rival the erosudes of
aoliquity. History has demonstrated
over and over again that s great mining
excilement in one locality slways servea
the general interests of the industry in
all sections of the country, That was
notably the case after the great Califor-
nia excitement of 1849 The mining in
dustry, sumnlated by the marveilons
vield of gold, took on new life every.
where, with the result that the inter-
mountain region was soccessfully pros
pected and wonderful producers of
wealth discovered. Cripple Creek, Brit-
ish Colambia, and other discoveries have
#ach in torn contributed general vigor to
the mining industry and led to & more
active and delermined search for the
precious metals. The discoveries at
Dawson City will prove no exception to
the rule However rich the northland
may prove to be the infl)w of people will
be 8o utterly out of proportion to the op-
portunities for success that other mining
sections will profit from two sources
First, the general interest in mining cre-
ated by the Klondike boom will diffase
itsell over the country to the advantage
ol every district of promise ; and, second,
the reaction from the hoom will lead to
the conservative investment of capital in
mining sections where specnlation can
be tempered by the comtorts of civilizsed
life,

It 18 folly to suppose that all the money
seeking investment in mining projects
will strike the trail of the mentally inco-
herent adventurers who will go on mis.
sions of poverly to thg land of insects
and ice. Capital will go to Alasks pot
to demonstrale mineral wealth bat to
absorb it to hunt for gold Aelds bot
to buy them. It isn’t in the prospecting
business to any overwhelming degree.
That all the capits]l seeking desirable
investments will fail to find thern in that
part of the world goes without saying.
And yet capital set apart lor investment
ia not hankering for manufsctaonng en-
terprises, nor is it anxious to engage in
agricultaral pursaitsa. The mining fever
is on, the Klondike excitement has
deepened into intensity, until capital is
casting about in every mining state in
the weat for the only means whereby it
can double iteell—investment io reliable
mining properties

The greater the boom in the north, the
greater the yoluome of gold uncovered,
the greater the advantage that will be
vltimately reaped by Montana and other
mining states. While this conclusion is
unavoidable with an intelligent observer

of events, it in nevertheless the duty of
conservalive men 1o call a balt apon the
excited thousands » ho contemplate rash-
ing into Alaska to take pot-luck with
poverty and flirt with desth, ander the
delusion thet & sun-crowned destiny will
di-pel the shadows and lead them to
some wonderinl Mecca of gold —Western
Mining Warld,

Why a Negro is Called “Coon,”

Many vears ago, when wsaperstition
held greater away than now, sand the in-
floences of the occult and weired were
most potent, & cunning negro slave had
sequtired the reputation of possess’ng a
familiar spirit and of being able to per-
lorm muany uncinny mvsterien, His fel-
low slaves held him in great awa, and
even his master grew to a belief in his
powers  This finally led to a wager, in
which a greater part of the master’s for.
tnee was staked on the negroe’s divine
ahility. A harrel was placed on the lawn
and u live coon placed ander the harrel,
Then the negro sooihsayer was seat for
and told to inform the crowd what was
ander the barrel. He tried in varions
wWays lo escape the exposure, hut with-
out ruoces. Realizsing that he wan cor-
nered, he leaned on the harrel dejacted.
ly and remarked: “Well, yon've got
this old eoon al last,”” whereapon & great
sbont applanded Buimho's remarkable
astateness, and his repntation was for

ever firmly estahlished.—Bltimore San.
i

Bdds and Bnde.

The King ol Arizona has been soli to
unknown parties for the sam of 750 000§
It was discovered less thun one year ago.

Horuce Greely once said that the dark.
&8t hoar in the history of a4 young man
is when he sits down to study how he
can get mooey without sarning it,

One of the stations on the railway
which is to be hailt from the Red sea to
the top of Moant Sinai, will be on the
spot where it 18 supposed Moses stood
when he received the two tables of the
law from Jehovah.

It is stared that the skin of the rein-
deer is 80 impervious to the cold that
anyone clothed in sach & dress, with the
addition of a blinke: of the same mater
ial, may bear the intensest rigor of an
Arctic winter night, We pablish this
for the benefit of those who contemplate
going to Alaska the coming spring.

William C. Tudd, of Atkinson, N. H.,
has endowed the Boston public library
with 20008 a year for the purchase of
newapapers, Mr. Todd save bhe is “im-
pressed with (Le increasing importance
and irfluence ol newspapers and the
great demand (or them by all classes of
the community.” He gives the money
on the simple condition that the whole
annual interest on 50,0008 be expended
for newspaper subscriptions.

When you are coavincad that a paper
is dishoneat and daceitfal stop it, says
the Springfiald Rspnhlican. When con-
vinced that it is anclewn, stop it. When
it fails to give you the local news, stop it
Bat don’t stop & paper that you helisve
to he honest coarageous and clean simply
because its editor has writlen bia own
sincere view instead ol yours or some-
body slse’s; for il yoa do, you are patting
& premiom on insincere journalism and
serving notice on an editor that the way
to sacceed i to write what he thinks
will beat please hia readers instead of
what he honestly believes to be the trath.

A southern Wisconsin paper printed
the following marriage notice: Wilt
thou take her for thy pard, lor better or
worse, to have, to hold, to fondly guard
till haoled off in & hearse? Wilt thon
let her have her way, consult her many
wishes, make up the fire ayery day and
help her with the dishea? Wilt thon
give her all the stuff. a seslskin sacque
and moff? Wilt thoo comfort and sup-
port her father and her mother, snunt
Jemima, Uncle John, three sisters and a
brother? The poor man's face grew pale
and blank, it was too late to {ilt; and as
throogh the chapel floor he sank, he
sadly said, *'[ wilt.”

—_—————

An Important Consideration.

Whean the country comes to understand
the importance of colonizing the lands of

the west with the sarplus populstion of
the greal citles, and takes messores to
pot the same into practies] opearation,
it will have taken & most important step
in the lo'erest of wacial relorm. The
citins of the Uaited S:atas are growing
t29 fast in proportion to that of the raral
or [arming prpalation. All of the dan
€nre 1o the safety, prospanity and hap
prasad of the propla of this repanlic comes
from the cities Allof the aaarchy, all
of the corraption in politicsl «fiirs and
the vast mjority of tha dedanchery of
saciety (s to ba faal ia eity lLifs, while
the atreag'h and saving power of the
gwarnmeat ia in it raral life, la the
farm howua, in the starly plowman, the
mines and physical indastrial ocenps-
tions. To enlirga thia cless, 10 snlarge |
the larm life of this giveramaent is thae
one imperative need if it is to be perps
oa'ed  How this can bs done shoald ba
the eoansidardtion 3 an Intelligent gov.
ernment, The colonizing policy, atilis-
ing the sarplas popalstion of onr cities
by locating them in the Great West in
the recisimation and caltivation of the
soli. This will make honest, virtuons
citizsena, It will convert & threstening
element into farmers, pridacers of hread,
and taxpayers, thus interesting them in
good government; that taxstion may be
reduced to the minimum  This is & sub
ject waich ought to call far the consider-
ation of oor feders! lawmakers, flor it
means 80 mach for the starviag peopls;
it mouns & largely incressed wealth re-
source ; and most important of all, it
means a dangerous class of citizens con-
verted into honest, stalwart, farming ecit-
izens, the balwark of every government
on earth —Siar,

Heaven on Earth.

Rev. Dr. Adams, pastor of the First
Congressional chareh, ol this eity, in an
able sermon lest Sanday incidentally
said: “The Kingdom of Heaven is with-
in us. We bad better stop bossting of
the beaatiful heaven which we expect io
enjay beyond the skiea and see to it that
we do all we can toward establishing
bheaven on esrth. Heaven must begin
here, with each of us, or we may mies it
bereatter.’

These are words of wisdom, and com-
ing from the pastor of one of the largest
and most infloential charches on the
coast they are significant, as showing
the trend of pulpet thought at the prea
enl time. The too common practice of
neglecting the doties and shirking the
responsibilities of this lile becanse of a
beliel that fhere is & heaven of glory
awaiting ua bayond the veil of death ie
unchristian and in the highest degres
reprehensible. Raligion that fails to in-
spire the human heart with love for
mankind, and incite to earnest effort for
the bhetterment of oar race ie not worth
haying. He who does his hest to bring
sunshine into the lives of others, and
thas insare to them a foretaste of heaven,
will be most likely to ind heavenly con-
ditions when he passes over to the other
side.—Hayes Valley Advertirer.

The Principle of Business.

No calling requires a greater use of
braln power than basiness, and few re-
quire a higher order of general ability.
The great secret of success in bnsness—
the secret, in fact, of success oo a large
scale—is to conceive ol it as a matter of
principles, not merely a8 a series of
transactions. There are great merchanta
a8 there are great slatesmen, and there
are small merchants as there are small

the great and small men is wuech the
same in both. The small politician works
by the day, and sees only one oppartun.
ity before him ; the small meichant dces
the same thing—he is looking lor the
next dollar. Tue statesman, oo the other
haod, in master of the sitostion, hecaase
he naoderstands the general prinelples
which control events. This knowledge
enables him to deal with largs questions
and to shipe the fatare, The great mer-
chant does the same thing. His business
e not a mere money-getting affsir, not &
mere matter of barter, bat a science and
anart. He studies the general law of
tryde, watches the general condition of
the coantry, investigstes present needs,
forsess futurs wants and adapts his bas-
inass to tha broad enditions of his time
and place. Ha puts as much brains Inte
hi® work as does the statesman, and he
ends by being not & money-getter, but &
large-minded mnd eapable man, An
eminently successfal msn of the states
man-like qaality says that the more he
understood lile the more clearly he saw
that it was all done on business prinei-
ples, by which he meant not only that
the nniverse is governed by unvarying
laws, but that the promptness, exactness,
thoroughness, and hooesty ars wrought
in every fiber. Oa thess business prin-
ciples all life is condactad—il not by
man, at least by tha: power which is be-
hind man. It ought to be the smbition
of every yonng man to treat his business
from the poiat of view of ths statesman,
and not from that of the politician.—M.
& 8. Press.
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Ne Laughing MMatter.

An aged man reeling slong Washing-
ton street recently was the sabject of
ridicule by a namber of thoughtless boys
and even men. While we fally realise
the sorry spectacle of s father or brother
wandenng along the public highway i &
drunken condition, yet no one can tell
what caused the old man to resort to this
condition to drown his sorrows, hence
we thiok it is no laughing matter to wit.
ness 8 human being in soch a terrible
condition. Then do not langh st a dronk-
en man walking throngh the streets,
however ludicrous the sight may be;
jost stop to think  He is going home to
some lender heart hat will throb with
intense agony; eome doting mother will
grieve over the downfall ot her once
sinless boy; or it may be s fond wife,
whose heart will almost break with griel
88 she views the destruction of her idol;
or it may he a loviog sister, who will
shed bitter tears at the degradation of
ber brother, shorn ol his manliness and
sell respect. Rather drop a tear In si
lent aympathy with those hearts so
keenly sensitive and tender, yet so proud
and loyal that they cannot accept sywm-:
pathy tendered them either in word or
look, althongh 1t may fsll vpon their
wounded hearts as refreshingly as the
summer dew on the withered planis —
Gasette.

The postoffice department is taking s
firm stand against the socalled “‘miss:
ing letter” and “missing word " contests
conducted by & number of publisbers to
increase subscriptions to their papers.
The lottery law directs the postmaster-
general upon the evidence satislactory to
himeell that & concern or person s oper:
ating thr ugh the mails a lottery, or
scheme offering prises dependent upon
lot or chance to prohibit the delivery of
all mail matter to it. Missing letter con-
teata are held to be violations of the law
because many correct aiawers can be
given, but only one list is deemed ‘‘cor

politicians, and the difference between

rect” by the promoter of the scheme.
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